
John 10.11-18 

▢ good/beautiful 

▢ sheep coming together 

▢ laying down 

11 ‘I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd 
lays down his life for the sheep. 12The hired hand, 
who is not the shepherd and does not own the 
sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep 
and runs away—and the wolf snatches them and 
scatters them. 13The hired hand runs away 
because a hired hand does not care for the sheep.  

14I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my 
own know me, 15just as the Father knows me and I 
know the Father. And I lay down my life for the 
sheep. 16I have other sheep that do not belong to 
this fold. I must bring them also, and they will 
listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one 
shepherd. 17For this reason the Father loves me, 
because I lay down my life in order to take it up 
again. 18No one takes it from me, but I lay it down 
of my own accord. I have power to lay it down, 
and I have power to take it up again. I have 
received this command from my Father.’ 

1 Samuel 16.12 
He sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, 
and had beautiful eyes, and was handsome. The 
Lord said, ‘Rise and anoint him; for this is the one.’ 

Ezekiel 34.11-16 
For thus says the Lord God: I myself will search for 
my sheep, and will seek them out. As shepherds 
seek out their flocks when they are among their 
scattered sheep, so I will seek out my sheep. I will 
rescue them from all the places to which they 
have been scattered on a day of clouds and thick 
darkness. I will bring them out from the peoples 
and gather them from the countries, and will 
bring them into their own land; and I will feed 
them on the mountains of Israel, by the 
watercourses, and in all the inhabited parts of the 
land. I will feed them with good pasture, and the 
mountain heights of Israel shall be their pasture; 
there they shall lie down in good grazing land, 
and they shall feed on rich pasture on the 
mountains of Israel. I myself will be the shepherd 
of my sheep, and I will make them lie down, says 
the Lord God. I will seek the lost, and I will bring 
back the strayed, and I will bind up the injured, 
and I will strengthen the weak, but the fat and the 
strong I will destroy. I will feed them with justice. 

ISAIAH 40.11-12 
See, the Lord God comes with might, 
   and his arm rules for him; 
his reward is with him, 
   and his recompense before him.  
He will feed his flock like a shepherd; 
   he will gather the lambs in his arms, 
and carry them in his bosom, 
   and gently lead the mother sheep.  

Questions 

1. The word translated ‘good’ (kalos) normally 
means ‘beautiful’.  Does thinking of Jesus as the 
beautiful shepherd help you? 

2.    What do you think it means that Shepherd 
wants the sheep gathered in - unlike the wolf, who 
scatters them?  

3.  How does it help the sheep if the shepherd 
dies?  

4. How is this good news today?


